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the quay, standing with their arms folded inside their
ample sleeves, and producing in this way a dreadful
effect as if their arms had been amputated at the
elbows. Japanese ladies, dressed in gay kimonos and
obis, white socks and wooden sandals, chatted prettily
in couples, protecting their elaborately dressed hair
from die wind with umbrellas, paper and "foreign."
Their socks had the big toe separate, like a finger in
a glove, so that it could hold against the thong that
passes between the toes and splits into two thongs,
which are fastened one to either side. The only
variation, except among those Japanese who dressed
in "foreign style," was the shoe worn by the dock-
labourers. This might have been a "plimsol" sand-
shoe, except again for the separated big toe. Made in
a rather clumsy fabric, black, stoutly edged, and
heavily worn, it looked ludicrously like a cloven
hoof, and all the more so below the black trunk-
hose that these sturdy fellows wore, their bodies
wrapped in short dark loose cotton tunics with
a belt.

This traditional dress was much more attractive
than the black cloth continental uniforms, with close
collars, gilt buttons, and peaked caps, that the young
Customs clerks were wearing. Their dark clothes,
their dark-rimmed spectacles, the sheafs of paper
that they carried while they picked their way among
the passengers and their baggage, gave them an air